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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards after the draft finalized by the Apiary 
Industry Sectional Committee had been approved by the Food and Agriculture Division Council. 

Beekeeping in modern hives is practiced all over the country wherever suitable flora is available. The main object 
of rearing honey bees is to get honey from them. Beeswax is also a product as a subsidiary income. The bees 
depend upon the flowers of forest and Agri-horticultural crops. 

It has been proved beyond doubt that cross pollination in Agri-horticultural crops increase the yield many fold 
and the honey bees are very effective cross pollinators. Therefore, the demand for the bee colonies from the 
beekeepers for honey and wax production and from the farmers to effectively cross pollinate their crops is increasing 
day by day. It is not possible to get the colonies everywhere and anywhere as per the requirements of the beekeepers 
and farmers. Therefore, standardization of a simple box to transport the bee colonies from one place to another 
has become a necessity. 

This process of transporting bee colonies with the hives involves heavy expenditure. Secondly, the bee breeder or 
the beekeeper who want to sell their bee colonies cannot afford to sell them alongwith the frames and hives every 

{Continued on third cover) 
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1 SCOPE 

1.1 This standard prescribes the dimensions and other 
requirements of package bee boxes. 

1.2 These boxes are designed in such a way so as to 
carry only a queen and cluster of honeybees from one 
place to another, providing adequate ventilation, food 
and protection. 

2 REFERENCE 

The following Indian Standard is necessary adjunct to 
this standard; 

IS No. Title 

399 : 1963 Classification of commercial 

timbers and their zonal distribution 

(revised) 

3 TERMINOLOGY 

3.1 Package Bee Box 

It is a rectangular box of six sides of which two sides 
are fitted with thin bee proof wire gauze and the rest of 
the four sides are covered with wooden planks of 12 
mm thickness. The joints of the planks are nailed 
together firmly. On the top plank there is a round hole 
to accommodate a tin of feeder and a silt to 
accommodate a queen cage. Funnel is used for shaking 
bees into the transportation cage. The funnel shall be 
of 20 cm to 25 cm diameter. 

3.2 Feeder Can 

Can is filled with 50 : 50 sugar syrup and lid is sealed 
with can sealer. Feeder can is inserted into the hole in 
the top of the cage and rests on a cross bar supported at 
each end to form a 'H' shaped support, nailed across 
the middle of the cage to the cage bottom. 

3.3 Queen Cage 

It is a small cage used to confine the queen alongwith 
few workers in the package bee box for her protection 
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4.1 STFTFT 

^ fsff^lfe ^' dR^RsId ^^ 3TFTFT M^ %T3; fir 
STFTFTf ^ ^5^ ^' TTT^ ^ aftr ^' ^^TRcTc^ ^^ ^ RK 

4.1.1 ^^ TJ^^R^ ^ 3fk Wff W^ W OT?^ 
<*>ldlHl ^ ^«T ^ ^Mt SPT TT^qfwif ^ ^^itstt, 

^ 3TTSIR "qr PHHrdHsId ^ ^5TTf^' ^ W^ %^ ^ ^?1^^ 
tl 25 #ft. X 15 #ft. X 20 #Tt. (■?[. X ^. X ^.) ■^ 

■^it "^, 35 ^. X 15 #ft. X 20 #ft. X '^ sr^^n^ 

i) ^^ irf ^ TT^qf^^' (A. cerana) ^ foTC; 

25 #Tt. X 15 #ft. X 10 #tt. 
ii) ^5^ WT^ TF^ff ^ TT^rrf^^' (A. cerana) 

■^ %T3; 35 #ft. X 15 #Tt. X 20 #Tt. 
iii) "Q;^ "fen. "^^ TTgirfesRf A. millifem % 
30 #tt. X 15 #tt. X 22 #tt. 

iv) 1.5 feu. "^^ TT^irfeopff A. mellifera % 
40 #^. X 15 #Tt. X 22 #Tt. 

v) 2 fen. ^t^ ^gqfel^ A. mellifera ^ 40 #ft. 
X 15 #Tt. X 26 #ff. 

4.2 nhPH^fl 

fe ^?Tci^ "^fer ^ fe^ ^ 3|fT r^chHl ft#m ^ 
Ff'i ^ra^ ^ cHgff ^ RT^ sik ^ fe TajT ^ Pdchid^m 

3ftT TT^irfesPTf ^JTT ?^fe Tf?^ sre^fepf ^ ^1 TtTR 

fe^ ^ in ^ ^ n^Tcn ti 

4.3 ^51^5 

^kH ^' ^ c^if ^ Tf I MxPff ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



while on transit and easy to locate while transferring 
the bees to regular hives. After filling the shipping cage, 
the caged queen is hung by a metal tab attached near 
one end of the queen cage which is inserted in a spot in 
the top of the package cage and is bent over to secure 
the queen cage near the feed can. The feed can is then 
dropped into place. 

4 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

4.1 Dimensions 

All dimensions stated in this specification shall be 
regarded as finished dimensions and shall be measured 
after the compilation of finished operations such as 
planning and sand papering. 

4.1.1 Size of the Package Bee Boxes and the Queen 
Cage 

Depending upon the strength of the colony, that is, the 
number of bees alongwith queen to be transported, the 
size of the bees and the climatic condition of the locality, 
the following two sizes can be used. Box of smaller 
size 25 cm X 15 cm x 20 cm (L x B x H) and a slightly 
bigger size 35 cm x 15 cm x 20 cm. These sizes will 
provide adequate ventilation to the bees according to 
their size and strength. Size of Package Bee Boxes will 
be as follows: 

i) 25 cm X 15 cm x 10 cm for bees (A. cerana) 

in Southern states 
ii) 35 cm x 15 cm x 20 cm for bees (A. cerana) 

in North hilly race 
iii) 30 cm x 15 cm x 22 cm for A. mellifera for 

1 kg package bees 

iv) 40 cm X 15 cm x 22 cm for A. mellifera for 

1.5 kg package bees 
v) 40 cm X 15 cm x 26 cm for A. mellifera for 

2 kg package bees 

4.2 Finish 

The different parts of the package bee box particularly 
wooden surfaces shall have a smooth finish with the 
edges trimmed square and smooth. The outer side of 
the wooden planks shall be painted with a suitable paint 
for protection and long lasting of the box. The paint 
shall be non-toxic and shall not have any odour 
disagreeable to the bees. The colour of the paint may 
be of any choice. 

4.3 Joints 

All joints shall be sound and shall withstand normal 
use and transport. Joints of the walls shall be joined by 
slabbed joint firmly. 
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4.5 ^iWt 
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snfiT?! 399 : 1963)1 
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6.2.1 TTPrar ^g^ ^ ^q^ 777?^ ^ sjMWj, 1986 
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4.4 Wire Gauze 

The wire gauze used for the two sides be of the 
galvanized mild steel of 5 wires per cm and shall be 
suitably annexed with side walls by nails. 

4.5 Wood 

Unless specified otherwise the thickness of the wooden 
planks used shall be 12 mm. It shall be of well seasoned 
timber {see IS 399 : 1963). 

5 PACKING 

5.1 The package bee box shall be supplied in a complete 
form properly assembled or in separate parts as agreed 
to between the purchaser and the vendor. It shall be 
packed in such a way so as to protect the wooden as 
well as iron parts from damage in transit and during 
storage. 

6 MARKING 

6.1 Each package bee box shall be legibly and indelibly 
marked with the following: 

a) Name of the part and its size; 

b) Registered trade-mark, if any; 

c) Batch or code number; 

d) Name of the manufacturer; and 

e) Date of manufacture. 

6.2 BIS Certification Marking 

The product may also be marked with BIS Standard 
Mark. 

6.2.1 The use of the Standard Mark is governed by the 
provisions of the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 
and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. The 
details of conditions under which the licence for the 
use of Standard Mark may be granted to manufacturers 
or producers may be obtained from the Bureau of Indian 
Standards. 



In case of dispute in interpretation, English version of this standard shall be authentic. 



^ %T3: ^ ^ ^ ^R ^'^^ ^' t % TT5H^# <*>ldlHl ^Srd^ W^ ^^ ^ ^R "5^ 3fk ^ «ft TsR^I SRf: ^ ^R 
T^^ "^^ TT^Hr+(2|i|T ^ TPffTT ?T^ W^ W^ 4?rtT ^ ^tTH WS\^ ^IdlPHill ^^, <*ldirH4 ^ ^WW ^^ sftl 



{Continued from second cover) 

time. Similarly, a beekeeper or an orchard owner who desire to purchase bee colony cannot afford to pay for the 
frames and hives also every time. In order to save unnecessary transport of bee boxes to and fro every time it is 
economical for both the buyer and seller of bee colonies to have a simple and cheap package bee box to transport 
a queen with few thousands of worker bees from one place to another. Such package bees are used in making the 
colonies strong during honey flow season for augmenting the number of colonies and also for keeping the bees 
wherever they are required to effect bee pollination. This standard has been drawn up giving due consideration to 
all these points. 



Bureau of Indian Standards 

BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 to promote 
harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods 
and attending to connected matters in the country. 

Copyright 

BIS has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced in any form 
without the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in the course of 
implementing the standard, of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type or grade designations. 
Enquiries relating to copyright be addressed to the Director (Publications), BIS. 

Review of Indian Standards 

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis of comments. Standards are also reviewed 
periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review indicates that no changes are 
needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken up for revision. Users of Indian Standards 
should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amendments or edition by referring to the latest issue of 
'BIS Catalogue' and 'Standards : Monthly Additions'. 

This Indian Standard has been developed from Doc No.: FAD 3 (159). 
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